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Russia has sent a strong protest to Japan over joint exercises with the
United States planned for late October-early November on Japanese
territory, including in Hokkaido, close to the Russian borders. The Russian
Foreign Ministry reported a warning to the Japanese embassy that such
actions would entail "adequate countermeasures” aimed at protecting

Russia's sovereignty and strengthening its defense capabilities. Particular
discontent was caused by the participation of non-regional NATO member
states in the maneuvers, which, according to Russia, increases the threat
and is unacceptablef.:
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We punish russophobic Japan and remind that any measures directed
'I% E *(I’i against Russia can end badly@
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